
Introduction
Tobias Zimmergren, Sweden

ÅTobias Zimmergren
ïMicrosoft MCP, MCTS, MCT, MVP
ïMicrosoft .NET developer since around 2003
ïSharePoint architecture and planning
ïSharePoint administration/configuration
ïSharePoint customizations/development (Rock solid!)
ïBuilding custom products & solutions
ïDoing SharePoint Training
ïSweden SharePoint User Group (INETA, Culminis, ISPA)

ïSharePointCommunity.se (In combo with the above)

ÅTOZIT
ïSharePoint consulting, freelancing, products, training



Session Agenda

ÅPre-part: Giveaways from TOZIT!
ïTOZIT SharePoint Discussion Forum solution giveaway
ï2 randomly selected attendees who has filled in the eval.forms

ÅPart 1: Talk the talk
ïDevelopment environment recommendations
ïTools we normally need in our basket as developers

ÅPart 2: Do the walk
ïTip 1: Writing to the ULS logs
ïTip 2: Reading the ULS logs with SPTraceView
ïTip 3: Cleanup your .webpart files
ïTip 4: SPExLib for SharePoint

ÅPart 3: Awesomeness in a box
ïUtilize WSS 3.0as a public website platform
ïXHTML validate a site in SharePoint. Phew!

http://www.tozit.com/products.aspx


Development Environment

ÅPlatforms
ïOperating System
ÅWindows Server 2003

ÅWindows Server 2008 / 2008 R2

ÅWindows 7

ïVirtualization, virtualization, virtualization
ÅVMWare Workstation 6.5 (x64 and x86)

ÅHyper-V (x64 and x86)

ÅMicrosoft Virtual PC 2007 (x86 only)

ÅWindows Virtual PC (x86 only)

ïYou needto embrace x64 sooner than later!



Tools in the dev-basket

ÅRequired
ïSharePoint Designer
ïVisual Studio 2008 SP1+

ÅRecommended
ïU2U CAML Query Builder (here)

ïWSPBuilder (www.codeplex.com/wspbuilder) 

ïSharePoint Manager (www.codeplex.com/spm) 

ïSharePoint Installer (www.codeplex.com/sharepointinstaller) 

ïSPTraceView (www.codeplex.com/sptraceview)

ïApplication Pool Manager (www.harbar.net/articles/apm.aspx) 

ï.NET Reflector (www.red-gate.com) 

ïReSharper (or other refactoring tool for VS)
ï[And more according to preferences..]

http://www.u2u.be/Res/downloads/U2UCamlQueryBuilderSolution.zip
http://www.codeplex.com/wspbuilder
http://www.codeplex.com/spm
http://www.codeplex.com/sharepointinstaller
http://www.codeplex.com/sptraceview
http://www.harbar.net/articles/apm.aspx
http://www.red-gate.com/
http://www.red-gate.com/
http://www.red-gate.com/


Writing to the ULS logs

ÅUnified Logging Service, ULS

ïExist in the 12-hive under 12\LOGS

ïNeed to compile as ”unsafe” (!)

ïIs it really recommended?

ÅDemo: I’m logging you baby!

ïSample application writing to the ULS logs

ÅThe MSDN sample code
ïhttp:// msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/aa979522.aspx

http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/aa979522.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/aa979522.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/aa979522.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/aa979522.aspx


Reading those darn logs

ÅReading the ULS logs
ïNotepad, wordpad, <insert other hilarious app here>
ÅNot really an option

ïSPTraceView
ÅI highly recommend this tool

ÅPopup bubbles when new errors are reported

ÅEasy viewing of the log files

ÅFiltering out logs based on different criteria

ïBareTail
ÅSupports instant loading of logfiles > 2 GB

ÅHighlighting mechanism, awesome!



.webpart files cleanup

ÅPros
ïDeploys the .webpart files with a click

ïEasy for the end-user

ÅCons
ï.webpart file remains in the gallery on feature 

deactivation

ïIf you retract your solution (and the assembly), 
your .webpart file will still remain!

ÅDemo: Clean up those files!



SPExLib

ÅSharePoint Extensions Library

ï.NET 3.5

ïA great set of extension methods to be used in 
your SharePoint projects

ïDemo: Let me extend your library, honey!

ïwww.codeplex.com/spexlib

http://www.codeplex.com/spexlib


Part 3: Awesomeness in a box!

ÅWSS 3.0
ïCollaboration, Storage, Security, Management, Deployment, Site 

Model, API, Web Services
ïExtendible (.NET)
ïCustomizable (CSS & Master Pages, XML, XSLT etc.)
ïSearch Server 2008 Express
ïWSS is the origin of all good in the world

ÅMOSS 2007 (What we’re missing out on by only using WSS)
ïContent Management (WCM, Publishing features, ..)
ïPortal
ïUser Profiles, Audiences, etc
ïMore robust search
ïBusiness Process Management
ïBusiness Intelligence
ï<much more..>



Top 10 benefits (WSS)

Å Improve team productivity with easy-to-use collaborative tools

Å Easily manage documents and help ensure integrity of content

Å Get users up to speed quickly

Å Deploy solutions tailored to your business processes

Å Build a collaboration environment quickly and easily

Å Reduce the complexity of securing business information

Å Provide sophisticated controls for securing company resources

Å Take file sharing to a new level with robust storage capabilities

Å Easily scale your collaboration solution to meet business needs

Å Provide a cost-effective foundation for building Web-based applications

Å Read more on TechNet: http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-
se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx

http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/sv-se/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684456(en-us).aspx


WSS for public sites?.. !

ÅConsider WSS 3.0 for a few seconds:
ïWSS is cheap
ÅGet a Server 2003 / Server 2008 license and get WSS for 
”free”

ïWindows External Connector for public use (!)
ÅGet a Windows External Connector, and you can use 

your WSS hosted site for public use.

ïIt is scalable, it really is.
ÅYou’re not locked in a corner. Really, you’re not.

ïEasily upgrade to SharePoint Server if you feel the 
need



Developers, heads up!

ÅLockdown System Pages

ïMOSS 2007 has a feature for this built-in

ïHere’s how you can write your own for WSS 3.0:
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx

ÅXHTML, what’s the point?

ïThis is a loooong discussion, but we’ll try to make 
it short...

ïhttp://validator.w3.org

http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://blog.thekid.me.uk/archive/2008/11/20/lockdown-wss-system-pages-on-public-sharepoint-sites.aspx
http://validator.w3.org/


WSS as a public site

ÅExample of WSS public sites

ïwww.binarywave.com

ïwww.mslicense.com

ïwww.wearknowapparel.com

ïwww.zimmergren.net(My blog, WSS + EBE)

ïwww.sharepointevolved.com

ïwww.tozit.com(Awesomeness in a box)

ïwww.wssdemo.com

http://www.binarywave.com/
http://www.mslicense.com/
http://www.wearknowapparel.com/
http://www.zimmergren.net/
http://www.sharepointevolved.com/
http://www.tozit.com/
http://www.wssdemo.com/


Unleash the dragon

ÅTOZIT.com public WSS site

ïSite Definitions? No way josé!

ïRe-usable? Yup!

ïXHTML? You’ve got it!

ïEasily turn your site back to original state? Indeed!

ïDEMO: If you show me yours, I’ll show you mine!



Questions? Throw Tomatoes?

ÅQuestions?
ÅComments?
ÅAngry?

ÅDon’t want to stand up and shout?
ïE-Mail tobias@zimmergren.net
ïTwitter @zimmergren
ïBlog www.zimmergren.net

Å#SharePoint Rules

mailto:tobias@zimmergren.net
http://www.twitter.com/zimmergren
http://www.zimmergren.net/


Please Remember to Fill Out the Evaluation 
Forms to be Eligible for the Giveaways.

Please Visit Our Sponsors in the Foyer:

Or Also Online:

http://www.tozit.com/

